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COUGAR CHALKTALK

From Superintendent, Scott hubbard
Dear Carbonado Community:

The 2010-2011 school year is soaring along, and our school changes are flying in all areas: academic and school facilities.

When it comes to academics, our eighth grade class has been using the new Algebra textbook.  Our hopes are that all of the students will have an opportunity to take the “End of Course” exam that was developed by the state of Washington.  This will give our students clear direction on what course he/she should take in the fall.

In addition to math, our middle school students have been involved with a new vocabulary component to our Language Arts program.  Students receive strategies for obtaining additional vocabulary.  This will assist not only in greater understanding of reading materials, but in the daily writing that our students are required to complete.

The younger grades are incorporating the new science materials into their day.  We are hopeful to have staff development for teachers at all grade levels (K-8) to assist them in understanding the new Washington State Science Standards.  We have an expert that is willing to come to our school (free of charge) to assist us with this area.  In order to accomplish this activity, we will need to add one additional half-day of school to the calendar.  Please look for this one change in communication letters that will come home soon.

To wrap up the academic changes, we started developing a list of parents with children between the ages of birth to five.  We hope to have activities for them this year to assist them with their child’s development.  We are excited to initiate this program!

As for facilities, our students were extremely patient in waiting for us to take down the fence to allow them on our new field.  I wish we had a video of the students rolling in the grass the day they were given permission to play!  It was a sight that I will never forget.  The new field should be something that the entire community should be proud of.  Without your support, through our Maintenance and Operation Levy, this accomplishment could not have happened!

In closing, I learned a long time ago that “change is a process, and not an event.”  We are constantly making changes to our curriculum and facilities to make Carbonado School a great place to learn!  Thank you for allowing me to work for such a supportive educational community.

Sincerely,

Scott Hubbard

Superintendent
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PARKING LOT CHANGES

On Saturday, October 9th, we had a volunteer work crew come to top the fir tree in the parking lot.  The tree was topped and limbed without any problems.  We would like to personally thank Jeff, Sandi, Kayla, and Bo Carlson; Pat, Val, Hannah, and Mason Hix; Buck McBride; and Shannon and Tyler Schierling for their time, expertise, and equipment.  Mr. Carlson topped the tree.  Mr. Hix, Mr. McBride, and Mr. Schierling limbed the tree.  Mr. Schierling completed the work by loading up all the limbs with his self-loader.  The rest of the families assisted with the clean up.  We were finished with the project in two hours!

One might ask: “What is the school going to do with the stump of the tree?”  The plan is to have former Carbonado student, Colby Herrington, carve a cougar on the tree.  This will welcome everyone to our school and let everyone know that we are the “Home of the Cougars!”  We are fortunate to have a community that is so giving of their time to help us with projects around the school.
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Notes From The Nurse

When to Keep a Sick Child Home From School
· A Fever:  
Temperature is over 100 F along with behavior changes or other signs and symptoms such as a sore throat, rash, vomiting, diarrhea, earache, or irritability.  Children can return to school after being fever free for 24 hours.
· Vomiting:
2 or more times within 24 hours.

· Diarrhea:
3 or more watery stools within 24 hours.

· An open or oozing sore:
Unless it is properly covered with a bandage that will not leak wound drainage while at school.

As a school we will send children home when their temperature is 100°or higher, they are vomiting, or show other signs of being ill. 

 There are many other infectious diseases that require a child to remain home from school for a period of time such as strep throat, pink eye, chicken pox, mumps and whooping cough (pertussis).  Please call us first before you send your child to school if you have any concerns or questions.

	STUDENT NEWS


How Do I Help My

Middle School Student

1. Talk to them on a daily basis

2. Ask to see their daily planner and then ask questions about what he/she did for the day.

3. Ask your child if he/she has homework.

4. If you have the Internet, check the grades, through family access, with your son/daughter on a weekly basis.  This will allow you to see if your child is completing assignments.

5. In Language Arts, ask your 6th or 7th grade student for their reading card.  Fifteen minutes is the minimum requirement each day. 

6. For Math, there is almost always a daily assignment.  Ask your son/daughter to show you his/her work.  Even if you do not know how to complete the assignment, make sure that your child has completed all the problems.  Remember, the Internet has samples for you that go with each lesson.

7. When it comes to Social Studies, ask to see the Current Event each week.  If you have Internet, read the passages together.  If you do not have the Internet, ask your child to bring home a copy. Quiz them on their Passport program.  The final test is always the last Wednesday of the month.
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In Science, make your child explain what he/she has written in his/her planner.  When students have completed a lab, ask them about his/her write up.  Your child should be able to explain what he/she did.

9. Talk to them on a daily basis.
RESOURCE CORNER

PASSPORT STUDY TIPS

Ways to Study for Passport:

Every month your children come home with a new passport map to study. Here are a few tips in how to effectively study the countries:

1. Just study a few at a time. 

2. As your child learns those you can add one at a time or maybe two at a time depending upon your child.

3. Talk about what you might find in each country or what they are known for. For example, if Chile was one of their countries to study, you could talk about the 33 miners who were just rescued after 69 days. There might even be movies that you could tell your child, that’s where it was. For example, if France was on the passport map then you could talk about the movie Ratatouille. 

4. You could google a country so that your child can pair some visuals to each country.

Remember, this is a time for your child to gain worldly knowledge so have fun together!

Making a Connection
4th Graders
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This year the 4th graders have again been invited to go to the High School every other Friday to participate in a Connections program.  Connections is currently ran by teacher Mrs. Dianne Campbell and her psychology students.  The goal is to encourage friendship while instilling the confidence to stretch one’s own comfort zone.   
Each fourth grade student will have a high school buddy to connect with.  They will also be working in combined groups for special activities and communication purposes. In this program, students connect with one another to work on State Essential Learning’s, while encouraging friendship and positive self-esteem. 
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5th Graders Special Guest

Mrs. Hix

In the spring, when the field was being torn up, I asked Mrs. Frame to take a few pictures I could use for a future writing assignment.  When the students returned this fall I showed them the pictures and pointed out that there was an old cement staircase and several large pieces of cement.  I then asked them to write about what they thought used to be on the school grounds before the present school was built.  What great imaginations they have!  After the stories were written we invited lifelong Carbonado resident, Mr. Tom Argo, to the Fifth Grade class as a special guest.  Mr. Tom Argo came into our classroom to talk to the kids about what Carbonado was like when he was a boy.  He shared many great stories that surprised the class.  Did you know that there used to be a hotel, movie theater, soda fountain and ballpark with grandstands in Carbonado?  Neither did the kids!  If you would like to see some historical pictures of Carbonado ask your child to check out Carbonado River Coal Country by Nancy Irene Hall from the library.  Thank you Tom for all your great stories!!!  
Pumpkin Patch

Kindergarten Class

Our kindergartners traveled to Thomason Family Farms on October 20th.  The students had a fun time picking pumpkins, going through a maze, jumping in the corn, and seeing the animals. They will keep the pumpkins in class so that later in the week they can pair up with a 3rd grader to do some estimating and counting of the seeds, size, weight, and how many lines are on the pumpkin.  This is a fun learning experience for the students.  When they are done Ms. Visnaw uses the pumpkins seeds to cook and the students can see what they taste like.  

Thanks to all the parents who went on this field trip with their child.  
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~THANK YOU~
Mrs. Argo would like to thank all the parents who helped with the Book Fair this year.  It was a huge success and without your help the Book Fair would not be possible.  
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For Teachers

The Carbonado School has the fortunate opportunity of having a science expert come to work with our staff.  His name is Kirk Robbins.  Mr. Robbins is the top resource staff person at our educational service district.  Mr. Robbins wants to assist our small school with some “free” professional development.  Our staff will learn the new K through eighth grade standards for science, receive instruction on the use of formative assessment for our students, and learn how our new “Snapshot” video program fits with the standards.

In order to complete this in-service for our staff, we will need to add an early dismissal day to our calendar.  The school board approved us to hold this in-service on Wednesday, January 12.  Students will be dismissed at 11:35 on this day.  Please mark your calendar with this change.  As the date approaches, we will send out further reminders about this great event.
New Faces at Carbonado School

Our 1st grade class is off to a great start thanks to their new teacher Ms. Megan Turner.  Students are working hard on timed tests, read naturally and many other things.  The kids are enjoying earning ‘Turner Tokens’ for listening and jobs done well. The students collect their tokens and can cash them in for prizes or donut/pizza parties.   

Another new face at Carbonado School is Helen Horton.  We welcomed Helen to our staff in October.  Mrs. Horton has assisted the Carbonado Community for many years on the fire department, and we are fortunate to have her to keep our facilities orderly.

We would like to thank Cheryl Day for her many years of service.  We wish her the best in her new endeavors.
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There is a new addition to the library section of the school website. Critics Corner is a fun new section that allows the kids to read a book and give a short verbal summary that Mr. King will film and post on the website.  There will be 2 students in the K-4th grade and 2 students in the 5-8th grade.  The students will be on a rotating basis so everyone will have a chance to participate.  Check out the website monthly to see what’s new!

Cowboy Club – This will be a reading incentive program for students in the 2nd and 3rd grade.  More information to come. 

[image: image9.wmf]Book Club – Any adult interested in joining a book club please contact Mrs. Holly Barrett.  This club is open to any parent, teacher or adult in the local communities.  Mrs. Barrett supplies the book and the group meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month at a local restaurant.  

ART CLUB – Unfortunately Mrs. Barrett wasn’t able to have after school Art Club due to the lack of 5-8th graders signing up.  Hopefully in the future she will be able to.  She did however hold a Halloween Craft Day for students in K-4th grade.  The craft event was a big success with 52 students participating!  Thank you to all the parent and student helpers and a big THANK YOU to Mrs. Barrett for putting this together for the kids!

EARLY CHILDHOOD LEARNING

We now have an Early Childhood Library open for our community use.  The books are specifically tailored to children between the ages of birth to pre-K.  Our goal is to ensure that all of our children in the community have access to books.  Reading with your child is an important part of helping your child be successful when they enter school.  Everyone is welcome to come check out books.  Our library is located off the main office and open anytime during the school days and on Tuesday afternoons from 3:00-4:00.  We hope to see you at the library.  

In preparation for the future we are also making a list of the children in the community, ages birth through pre-k, that we can give information to regarding programs and early learning.  If you haven’t called the school to add your child to the list please do so.  We are making an effort to provide resources to the community and prepare children and parents for what they can expect from school.  You can call Carbonado School at 360-829-0121 if you have any questions.

Developmental Screening

The White River School District offers free developmental screening for children ages 34 months to 5 years.  You might want to consider having your child screened if your child moves, speaks, or acts differently than other children of the same age.  You can call WR at 360-829-3959 to set up an appointment or if you have any questions.  

FALL FUNDRAISER

Also a THANK YOU to students and parents for making this year’s fundraiser the best one in years!  More money was raised than in previous years and it was only by everyone’s hard work.  All students who sold 25 or more items will be treated to a Hummer Limo ride and out to lunch.  The student who sold the most items for the whole school will get to be the principal for the day.  We didn’t have the exact totals at print time but we will have them soon.    

THANKSGIVING FEAST
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This year is the 34th Annual Thanksgiving Feast.  We will be hosting the feast on November 24th at 11:15.  This event is for the seniors in our community to come have a Thanksgiving feast with all the trimmings and enjoy a small program put on by the students!  We would like to personally invite all Carbonado community members who are 62 and over or retired.  Please call the school office at 360-829-0121 to be put on the invitation list.  

The students all have a part in the preparation of the feast whether it is helping prepare the food, making place mats, or playing dinner music.  This is a tradition for us to be proud of.  
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The Winter Festival will be held on December 16th at 7:00.  The K-5th grade classes will be performing songs of the Holiday Season and wintertime.  The Band and Choir will also be performing songs of the season.  We hope coming out to see the performance will put you in the holiday mood.

COMPUTER LAB
[image: image12.wmf]Just a reminder, that our Computer Lab is open before school starting at 7:00 am until 8:10 except on Thursdays.  We also offer the Computer Lab to students and the community on Thursday afternoons from 3:30-6:30.  We started this a few years ago to thank the community for their continued support of the levy’s.  If your student is planning to attend please note that the C-Lab does not open until 3:30 so they will need to make arrangements for after school until then.  If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to call.
	SPORTS NEWS


GIRLS VOLLEYBALL ~ The Carbonado Girls Volleyball had another great season lead by Coach Luke Scott.  The teams were made up of the following players; Ashlea Mills, Lacie Stroud, Eden Jasmer, Zoey Timlick, Kelsey Williams, Sydnee Scott, Hannah Hix, Jordyn Price, Brandi Anderson, Madilyn Lyver, Crystal McBride, Amanda Mills, Mikayla Yoder, Brittney Maki, Kourtnee Angelo, Nicole Nourse, Katelin Camp, Abbie Eppard, Alexys Fender, Megan Olson, and Rhyley Wate.  The Varsity team ended the season with a record of 8 wins and 2 loses and JV had an undefeated record of 9 wins and 0 loses.
FALL TRACK & BOYS BASEBALL ~ We had 2 students, Erika Gamble and Austin Aashiem travel to Glacier Middle School everyday to participate in Track.  We also had 3 boys travel to Glacier for Baseball, Brock Frame, Hunter Mills, and Jon Wentz.  It is great to know if we don’t offer a sport a student is interested in that they have the opportunity to join Glacier and be involved! 

BOYS BASKETBALL ~ The boys will again be coached my Mrs. Penny Frame.  Practice starts November 15th.  Contact Mrs. Frame if you are interested in playing!
Attention Carbonado Alumni
We are looking for old Carbonado School sports jerseys.  We are going to be putting together an old jerseys “wall of fame” so if you have an old jersey or know someone who does, and would like to donate it please contact the school office.

	PARENT SUPPORT CLUB NEWS


[image: image13.wmf]Parent Support Club is putting together many ways to help earn money for our school. To be able to put these things together they need YOUR help!  You could be a classroom representative (ask you students teacher if they have one), go to the monthly meetings, or volunteer for special events.  You can contact Sandi Carlson at 360-829-1193 if you are interested.  Another way that everyone can help is by collecting the following things and sending them to school:

1. [image: image14.wmf]Box Tops – you can get these off a number of items.  We get 10 cents per box top.  Last year we earned around $300 from this!

2. Campbell’s Soup Labels – So far we have collected over 17,000 points.  Please make sure you send the label with the UPC code.

3. Sunny D Labels – We will continue to collect these in the classrooms [image: image15.png]


until November 30th.  For every 20 UPC labels the class collects they will receive 20 free books for their classroom.

4. Safeway e-Scrip – This program earns money for our school by donating up to 4% of your qualifying Safeway purchases.  To register go to escrip.com or call (800) 400-7878.  You will need your Safeway Club Card number not your phone number and look for Carbonado Elementary School.

5. Labels for Education – To sign up for this go to www.Labelsforeducation.com and once you register look up Carbonado Elementary School.  You can register your Fred Meyer, QFC and Safeway Cards.  This will give our school extra points for the soup labels without you having to do anything except use your card!

You might be asking what this money pays for.  Well, last year PSC was able to purchase new tables and chairs for events, helped with teachers costs in the classroom, paid for class field trips and this year purchased a new sound system for the Don Argo Gym!  THANK YOU PSC and parents for all your support!  
